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“* Green Building Rating
System considers a
project’s site develop-
ment, water savings,
energy efficiency, materi-
als selection, and indoor

environmental quality.
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URBAN DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT

Condominium units in the Forbes Park development in Chelsea will feature radiant heat within concrete floors throughout the space.

The green effect

By Kay Lazar

GLOBE STAFF

Their matching rubber wristbands proclaim:
“Embrace your inner green.” But embrace doesn’t
begin to describe what's going on in Newburyport,
where Alexas Kelly and George Stroman are rebuild-
ing their 1889 Colonial-style house from the floor up
with earth-friendly precision.

Their backyard stone patio is recycled from the

home’s original stone foundation, which was ripped

out and replaced by super-insulated concrete. New
toilets conserve water by using half a flush for lig-
uids and a full flush for solids. A recently installed
thermal, solar, metal roof with ultrathin photovolta-
ic panels is designed to generate enough warmth
and power yearly to supply 80 percent of the hot wa-
ter, 30 percent of the heat, and at least 50 percent of
the electricity the family will use in a year.

It's been slow going and it hasn’t been cheap. The
cash-strapped couple spent $30,000 on the high-
tech roof, and even with rebates and tax credits, the
final $19,000 price tag is about three times what it
would have cost for a traditional shingle roof. But
with projected cost savings for heat, hot water, and
electricity, they calculate they will come out ahead
in about six years.

Once considered the realm of tofu-munching
types, so-called green construction is sprouting

across mainstream suburbia, from a multimillion-
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‘: HEAR ABOUT the greening of Forbes Park at
& boston.com/north

Earth-friendly trend sprouts in mainstream building construction
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Essex County Greenbelt director Ed Becker at the group’s new
headquarters in Essex, which features super-efficient insulation.

At left, a water-saving toilet at Forbes Park in Chelsea. At-; right,
tubing installed inside the roof of a home in Newburyport that
transfers solar-heated fluids to a heating system in the basement.







